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Regime Cracks Down on 
Opposition Elements 


(Picture on Page One) 

By GEORGE HAWRYLYSHYN 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) - 
Brazil took its new political cri- 
sis calmly Saturday. People 
flocked to beaches and soccer 
fields in balmy weather as the 
military-backed government of 
President Arthur da Costa e Sil- 
va pursued a crackdown on op- 
position elements. 

The Congress of Latin 
America’s largest nation quiet- 
ly began its second involun- 
tary recess by government de- 
cree in little more than two 
years. 

Censors stood watch in news 
offices and police were reported 
making widespread arrests un- 
der an institutional act that the 
president and his Cabinet signed 
Friday night with the avowed 
aim of safeguarding “the higher 
interests of the nation.” 
KUBITSCHEK HELD 
j Ex-President Juscelino Kubit- 
schek was among the more 
notable prisoners. Stripped of 
his political rights and ousted 
from the Senate when the mili- 
tary took over from leftist Pres- 
ident Joao Goulart in 1964, he 
was arrested at the municipal 
theater. 

There was an unconfirmed re- 
port - that playwright Chico 
Buarque had been taken into 
'■ custody. 

The army-dominated govern- 
ment of Costa e Silva, a former 
army marshal, said it was act- 
ing against revolutionary war 
being waged by persons “un- 
willing to understand” the 
movement that brought it to 


power, initially with a retired 
army marshal, Humberto Cas- 
tello Branco, as chief of state. 

It was a response to Con- 
gress’ rejection Thursday by 
a vote of 216 to 141, of the 
government’s request that it 
lift the immunity of Deputy 
Marcio Moreira Alves so he 
could be tried on a charge of 
abusing his civil rights. A 
former Rio newsman, Moreira 
Alves made a series of anti- 
military speeches on the 
House floor. 

The act' overrides provisions 
of Brazil’s constitution. The fifth 
such decree promulgated over 
the last four years, it allows the 
president to strip any Brazilian 
of his political rights, declare a 
state of siege and seize assets of 
those who “illegally enrich 
themselves in public office.” 

The act also suspends the writ 
of habeas corpus for anyone 
charged with crimes against na- 
tional security. This was expect- 
ed to result in the rearrest of 
some students and opposition 
politicians recently freed from 
jail. 

PAPERS APPEAR 

After an overnight hitch in 
some publications, all Rio news- 
papers were back on the stands. 
They bannered the stories on 
the institutional act and the sus- 
pension of Congress. 

There was no overt editorial 
comment, but there were fre- 
quent references to Friday the 
13th and the Jornal do Brasil 
printed a whimsical weather re- 
port that had little to do with ac- 
tual conditions meteorologi- 
cally. 

“Weather black,” the Journ- 
al said. “Temperature suffo- 
cating. The air is unbreathe- 


able. The country is being 
swept by a strong wind. High 
temperature 38 In Brasilia 
(the inland capital), low 5 in 
La Ranjeira (site of the pres- 
idential palace.)” 

There had been trouble at 
newspapers in both Rio and Sao 
Paulo, the nation’s financial, in- 
dustrial and cultural center. 

Rio police shot open a door of 
the opposition Correio da Manha 
and arrested its superintendent, 
Osvaldo Peralva. Four censors 
occupied Correio offices and 
others moved into the city’s oth- 
er newspapers. 

In Sao Paulo federal police 
temporarily shut down 0 Estado 
and Jornal da Tarde when those 
newspapers refused to retract 
an editorial highly critical of 
Costa e Silva. 

ARRESTS REPORTED 

But the two later published, 
reporting among other things 
the arrest of Kubitschek and 
Peralva and listing these other 
persons as taken into custody: 

Correio da Manha reporter 
Francisco Pinto. 

Helio Fernandes, editorial 
writer and columnist of the San- 
tos newspaper Tribuna da Im- 
prensa. 

Former congressman Tenorio 
Cavalcani of Caxias, publisher 
of the newspaper A Luta Demo- 
cratica. 

Newspaperman Carlos Heitor 
Cony of Rio. 

Darcy Ribeiro of Rio, former 
secretary to ex-President Gou- 
lart. 

Salvador Mandin of Rio, an 
army reserves general, former 
secretary of public services in 
Guanabara State and one of the 
few Brazilians awarded the 
American Silver Star for serv- 


ices with the Brazilian Expedi- 
tionary Force in Italy in World 
War II. 

Ciro Kurtz, a wealthy Guana- 
bara State deputy and former 
adviser to Kubitschek. 

Joel Silveira, director of the 
Rio newspaper 0 Paiz. 

Federal Deputy Helio Navar- 
ro of Sao Paulo. 

The Inter-American Press As- 
sociation cabled the president a 
condemnation of “the action of 
military authorities invading a 
premises and censoring Brazil- 
ian newspapers.” 

Radio stations carried regular 
programs and news from all 
over the world. 

Congress was last ordered 
into recess by presidential de- 
cree in October 1966. Castello 
Branco, in power at that time, 
purged six congressmen and 
suspended sessions of the rest 
to maintain extraordinary 
powers in the weeks leading 
up to a national election. He 
had previously stripped Kubit- 
schek of his Senate seat and 
political rights. 

Kubitschek had come to the 
presidency after dictator Getu- 
lio Vargas committed suicide in 
1954. He launched a mighty pro- 
gram of development under the 
slogan of “fifty years of pro- 
gress in five.” It was he who or- 
dered the Construction of Bra- 
silia, the modernistic capital in 
the hinterland, and a network of 
roads leading to it. 

But Kubitschek’s programs 
sparked an inflation that hit 
hardest at the poor and middle 
classes. The value of the cruzei- 
ro in relation to the dollar fell 
steadily. Janio Quadros, a re- 
formist took over from Kubit- 
schek in January 1961 after a 
campaign in which he promised 
to halt inflation. 

Inflation remains a source of 
social and political unrest. 


